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orations had much effect in the north and midlands, but public
feeling among the ruling classes and in London was as furiously
Russophobe as it had been before the Crimean War (§ 293).
For some months it seemed as if the Government might be
carried away by this wave of feeling into taking up arms in
support of " our old ally." The Queen was foremost in urging
extreme measures on her Prime Minister, who had lately become
Earl of Beaconsfield.
§ 313. " peace with honour."—But Beaconsfield (as we
must now call him) had no serious intention of going as far as
that. The war fever in Britain was a great asset to him in
dealing with the situation, inasmuch as it intimidated the Czar.
As in 1854, the Turks were encouraged to resist by their hopes
of British support (Naos). They were repeatedly defeated,
however; and the Russian army was already in sight of the
minarets of Constantinople when the Czar's anxiety at the
hostility of Britain made him come to terms with his adversary
without pressing home his advantage. By the Treaty of San
Stephano (1878) the greater part of the Sultan's Balkan pos-
sessions were to become the independent states of Bulgaria
and Serbia.
This, of course, was exactly what Beaconsfield intended to
prevent, and he now intervened with decisive effect. He
pointed out that the boundaries of the Turkish Empire had
been fixed by the Treaty of Paris (1856), and that this settle-
ment could only be modified with the consent of all the Powers
that had been party to it. The rulers of Europe were impressed
by the fact that Britain seemed to know what she wanted and
to be determined to have her way. They agreed to send re-
presentatives to the Congress of Berlin (1878), which was pre-
sided over by Bismarck. Beaconsfield insisted upon a large
part of the new state of Bulgaria being thrust back under the
Sultan; he refused the suggestion that Britain should annex
Egypt, and accepted Cyprus instead; he demanded that if
Bosnia was to be taken from Turkey it should be placed under

